1/ Kiran, could you first introduce yourself to our visitors ?
Hello everybody, I am Kiran Ahluwalia – a singer of contemporary music based in the Indian genres of ghazal and Punjabi folk songs with influences from everywhere.

2/ How did you start playing music and when ? What was the release mechanism of your art ?

I started singing in India when I was about 7 years old.  My parents taught me first and then they found a teacher for me. Then we moved to Canada in the 1970s where they found an Indian music teacher for me in Toronto.  After I completed my Bachelors at the University of Toronto (in international relations), I went back to India to study music full time.
I guess singing and composing is my release.

3/ When you were younger was music an individual outlet just for you or did it run in your family? 

It ran in the family.  My parents were both singers – they were not professional singers but they had both learned Indian music and had a deep love for singing.  They brought music in to my life at a very young age and for me it was a very important outlet while growing up.

4/ What instruments do you play?  
I am a vocalist and not really an instrumentalist.  I play a drone instrument called tanpura.  This instrument gives me my pitch centre.  

5/ How can you describe your music style? And How has your birth, living and studying in India, Canada and United States shaped your work? What makes your music so unique ? 

I describe my music as contemporary Indian music.  My music is representative of me and I am a person born in India and brought up in Canada - and influences of both these cultures are in my music.  But beyond that I am a citizen of the world and the entire world is there for me to be influenced by.  I bring musicians from many other musical genres into my music.  In my last CD, we recorded songs in Portugal – with fado musicians and also some songs in Toronto with African percussionists. If I like the aesthetic of another genre of music then I have a desire to compose in a way that will make it possible to arrange it in my own music. 

6/ Can you explain what are ghazal songs and what the specificity of Punjabi folk songs ? 
Ghazals are songs about the human condition.  To put it really simply they are songs of unrequited passion – a longing for a person, place, idea or God – a longing for any kind of passion that you are willing to give insane sacrifices for and yet that passion keeps evading you – is eternally unavailable.  The restlessness and despair of this is what makes up the bulk of ghazal poetry. But they are not depressing – they are meant to be heard and hopefully give a sense of release – give you a feeling that something you were not able to get out has been released by listening to the music.

Punjabi folk songs are lighter hearted – more festive – more playful in their subject matter.  The subjects can be vast but are often playful conversations between two lovers.

7/ Singing that kind of songs, did you consider yourselves as a classical singer ?  Comme vous chantez ce type chansons, peut-on dire que vous êtes une chanteuse classique ?
No I am not a classical singer. In order to train my voice I learned classical music and still do many classical based vocal exercises.  The genres I sing, however, are not Indian classical music – they are a ‘lighter’ form of Indian music.

8/ Can you say that your music is traditional then? If not, how can you qualify it ? 

I consider my music contemporary.  The word traditional is a very ambiguous word to me – does it mean doing music the way it was done 3000 years ago, 300 years ago or 30 years ago.  I am composing music now – in the present -- with most of the lyrics being written by poets who are living.  The arrangements and sensibility are modern.

9/ Why did you choose to sing that kind of Music ?

I listened to all sorts of Indian music when I was growing up in India and then later in Canada. And each kind of music elicits a different response from us – the energy of dance music is so special to that type of music.  The energy of meditative music brings about a unique reaction of it’s own.  I like all these different responses. I guess the effect of listening to ghazal lasted much longer – it stayed with me for days and so I gravitated toward ghazal..
10/ What inspires you when you write a music ? 
The whole world is there to inspire me – other musicians, film, art, literature, architecture, politics, philosophies, relationships, stories……

11/ What has been the most fun moment of your working/musical career so far? 
The best moment of my working career was meeting my jazz guitarist, arranger and husband, Rez Abbasi.  I was looking for an Indian guitar player and he was looking for a girlfriend so it all worked out.
12/ Who are your gurus musically and spiritually?

My gurus musically are both in India – In Mumbai is my classical teacher, Padma Talwalkar and in Hyderabad my ghazal guru, Vithal Rao.

Spiritually I follow anything that makes sense to me and resonates.
13/ Wanderlust is your last album. What was your main idea for this album? 

In this CD I wanted to include other musical styles that I was listening to falling in love with.  There is an underlying current of harmonic structure coming from Jazz and western classical music.  I was listening to a lot of fado music and so we recorded some songs in Lisbon with Portuguese fado instrumentalists.  In Toronto I composed songs to be able to include African grooves.  And I also composed a song influenced by Qawalli music and invited a Pakistani Qawalli singer to sing with me.  The main idea was to take many things outside Indian music that I liked and to bring them together.

14/ Which of your songs in this album sums up your present mood and why?
Well, there is no one constant mood that I have and so that is why there is a range of different moods on the CD.  Melancholy, festive, yearning, meditative, playful -  these are all in the songs and I experience all at different times.

15/ How do you unwind? 
Yoga, reading, talking to good friends on the phone for hours, day dreaming. 
16/ What is the last album you bought? Apart from music what else are you really passionate about?

Hmmm – I get a lot of free albums from musicians I end up meeting.  The last one I bought was I think a Bollywood CD – the music was by the AR Rahman.
17/ What is your Motive for life?

To enjoy the journey and not be obsessed with the destination.

18/ What do you love and what do you hate about India? Is there anything in India that makes you feel more complete and makes you feel home although you grew up in Canada and are living in New York.

There is so much to love and so much to hate about India.  I love the intense melange of so many disparate ideas that is India, I love the art, the handicrafts, the casualness of things, the sense of hospitality, the smells, the colours, the music of the languages that I speak and hear there.  

I hate the poverty, the general economic inequity, the religious intolerance, the bureaucracy, the rigidness of customs, the social aesthetics in particular circles.

19/ What is the most annoying question people ask you because of your Indian origins?
Are you an authentic Indian?

20/ What reaction has your work had from listeners in India, and elsewhere in Asia?

The CD’s are not yet available in India. But when I have done shows there the response has been lovely.  With the internet people in India are also able to listen to the music on my website and I get emails from them asking me when I will perform in India.

21/ You work with many different musicians from all over the world and integrate their styles into your music (a Portugues guitar player, fado inspiration, jazz…). Do you consider this approach as a possibility for those artists and yourself to change your own preconceptions of music? 
It is harder and harder to find cultural purity; in food, art, technology and in our very beings we are influenced by things outside of our geographic borders and our cultural heredity.   The preconception of authentic cultural and artistic purity is I think just not valid anymore. Bollywood music itself and so many other aspects of life – of being an Indian in India are influenced by things happening outside India.  At the same time, people in other parts of the world are influenced by things in India.  Mixing musical styles and ideas certainly speaks to this cultural mix and embraces the combination of influences already within us.
22/ What do you think about the recent Bollywood movies and music? Are you interested in that kind of music ? 

Yes I like many Bollywood movies and love some of the music. Some of the Bollywood music directors I like are:  AR Rahman, Salim Suleman, Shankar Ehsaan Loy.
My favourite director right now is actually an Indian working in Hollywood – Tarsem Singh – loved his last movie, The Fall.
23/ Can you tell us how your ghazals fit within the scope of the different genres of Indian-based music in Western countries (in Europe or USA).

Ghazals fall in between the spectrum of Indian classical music and Indian pop (Bollywood)/electronica.  To use the term light as a measure – ghazals are lighter than classical but not as light as pop/electronica.  

24/ You came to Paris last November for a live concert; was it the first time you came to France ? How was the French audience ?   Did you like singing there ? What did you like in France ?  

I love France – I have been learning French for many years and love to be able to use my French when I visit.   The French audience was great and we hope to return in the summer of 2009.  Check my website for concert dates www.kiranmusic.com

25/ Kiran, can you tell us what are your projects now ?

I am currently composing for my next CD.  In performance I am collaborating with other styles.  I recently did a week-long collaboration with the 55-piece Chicago Sinfonietta.  Next up is a collaboration with a Montreal based Hip Hop artist.  All the while composing my own work for the next CD as well.

26/ How would like to conclude this interview ?

I would like to invite everybody to my fan page on facebook and myspace – you can find it by typing Kiran Ahluwalia.  People can also visit the website www.kiranmusic.com for latest videos.

Facebook is 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Kiran-Ahluwalia/42633523228?ref=ts
myspace is

http://tinyurl.com/dd5a7u
THE END
